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DIRECTOR’S NOTE:

I think it goes without saying, but I’ll say it anyway - this has been a 
WEIRD year. I remember last May, as I was making plans for the LSB 
2020-2021 season, thinking there was no way we wouldn’t have a 
regular season of shows, there was no way things wouldn’t be “back to 
normal.” Ha. Needless to say, this LSB season was far from regular. 
And in a lot of ways, it was better. No, I’m not saying that we’ll start 
foregoing our usual fall musical or that the outdoors will become our 
new performance venue. But I am saying that this year has shown me 
what an amazing group of students make up this little “cult” known as 
LSB, that the spirit of this program doesn’t live in the productions but 
in the people. In regular times, I plan an entire season, start to finish, 
with dates and show titles and the like, the spring before the season 
starts. This year, however, with no clear guidelines or information 
about what we’d actually be allowed to do in any given month, I was 
sending out audition notices a week before auditions were set to 
happen. I wasn’t even always able to tell them when (or where!) the 
shows would happen. (For anyone who knows me, you know how 
difficult this was for me. I’m a PLANNER.) I was worried that this would 
mean a pretty measly turnout, as no one had been able to do their pre-
season planning. I should have known better. Not only did these kids 
show up for auditions, they showed up for outdoor dance workshops, 
for online master classes, for audition workshops. They even showed 
up to Google Meets when the only thing on the schedule was just 
chatting together. And that’s the part that makes LSB the amazing 
community that it is. Sure, the shows are fun, but being together and 
arguing over the best breakfast cereal is far more fun. (P.S., it’s 
Cheerios.) I don’t know about them, but that was the part that I missed 
the most, all last spring and even into this year. Many of you may know 
that my office is somewhat of a gathering place. I have lots of open 
floor space and a drawer full of snacks. It’s not uncommon to visit my 
office and find four or five of them sprawled out on the floor, raiding 
my snack drawer and chatting with me. And while sometimes they 
drive me nuts and I have to kick them out, I found myself really missing 
those moments this year and feeling like some of the spirit of LSB had 
been taken by this awful year. Then they would all show up to a 
rehearsal or log into a Google Meet, and it was easy to see that some 
things can’t be taken by anything, even a global pandemic. The spirit 
of LSB survived this year. Sure, we did some shows and that’s a success 
in and of itself. But maintaining the life of this program is the far 
greater success in my book.

  ~ Carly

http://www.concordtheatricals.com/
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TECH CONSULTANTS: Chuck Despotopulos
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